The clinical significance of proteinuria in patients with nonparasitic chyluria.
Five patients with heavy proteinuria and nonparasitic chyluria due to congenital abnormalities of the lymphatic system are described. Renal biopsies confirmed the clinical suspicion of an underlying glomerulonephritis. The coexistence of glomerulonephritis and chyluria in these patients was thought coincidental. Tests of value in detecting a concomitant glomerulonephritis in these patients with chyluria include urinary RBC morphology, quantitation of 24-hour urinary protein, and immunoelectrophoresis of serum and urinary proteins. Contrary to previous reports, the present study suggests that chyluria does not produce proteinuria of enough severity to cause hypoproteinemia.